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White House tries to 
smooth row with indie 
over dipiomat's arrest 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - Hie 
White House Wednesday 
tned tD quell arow witli India 
over the arrest and stnp 
searclnng of one ofits female 
diplomats in New York, 
winch sparked a fierce back¬ 
lash. 

Wlnte House spokesman 
Jay Carney said that Washing¬ 
ton understood why the issue 
was such a sensitive one in 
India, where here has been 
public outrage, butsadthein- 
cidentdidnotreflectthebroad 
and healthy cooperation be¬ 
tween the two countries. 

"The United States and 
India enjoy a broad and deep 
fiiendship and this isolated 
episode is not indicative of 
the dose and mutually re¬ 
spect fill lies til at we share," 
Carney said. 

■We understand that tins is 
a sensitive issue formanv in 
India, and we are looking into 
the intake procedures sur¬ 
rounding this arrest, to ensure 


til at all standard procedures 
were followed and that every 
opportunity for courtesy was 
extended.' 

Devyaiii Khobragade, a 
deputy consul general in New 
York, was arrested last week 
for allegedly paying a domes¬ 
tic worker a fraction of the 
nninmum wage. 

Her treatment has caused 
outrage in India, fiirther fii- 
elled by an email from Kho- 
bragade in which she says 
she had been repeatedly 
stnpped and cavity-searched 
by tlie US authorities. 

India ordered a range of 
measures m repnsal, includ¬ 
ing recalling identity cards 
for US consular officials, 
halting import clearances for 
the US embassy including for 
alcohol, and removing barri¬ 
cades outside the US mission 
in New Delhi. 

Coiidnued on pg6 


Aruba’s Erialda Croes wins Best 
National Costume in Japan 



Aruba’s Miss International 2013 Erialda Croes won the Miss National Costume 
award at the 53rd Miss International Beauty Pageant in Tokyo yesterday. Represen¬ 
tatives from 67 countries and regions from all over the world took part in the pag¬ 
eant. Pabien Erialda from the whole Aruban community. We are proud of you! 


An inspired performance of The 
Nutcracker^* earned bravos at Cos 

di Cuhura 


US review panel urges 
wide-ranging NSA 
spying overhaul 



□RANJESTAD - The fifth 
Emmversary performance, on 
Aiviba, of Leomd Kozlov's 
interpretati on of "Tlie Nut¬ 


cracker" left the audience 
breathless at tlie Cas di Cul- 
tuia on Tuesday evemng, De¬ 
cember 17. Tlie famed former 


star of the BdIsIidi and 
New York City Ballet, a 
frequent visitor who has 
now made Aruba his 
home, expressed how 
pleased he was with the 
warm reception and 
overwhelming response 
by his adapted commu¬ 
nity to tins beloved holi¬ 
day production. 

TTie Kozlov Dance 
Academy troupe of 
iieEurly sixty dancers of 
all ages, gave an en¬ 
chanting p erformance of 
the two-part ballet, cho¬ 
reographed by Mr Ko¬ 
zlov to Tchaikovsky 
immortal score. Mr. Ko¬ 
zlov and his wife, Prima 
Ballenna Adriana, per- 
fonned many of the pri¬ 
mary pieces, including 
the Dance of tlie Sugar 
Plum Fairy and the Pas 
de Deux 

Continued on pg 2 


WASHINGTON (ATP) - A re¬ 
view board set up folowing 
revelations of vast US surveil¬ 
lance programs called yesters- 
day for a ^vide-ranging over¬ 
haul of National Security 
Agency practices wlnle pre¬ 
serving "robust" intelligence 
capabilities 

The panel set up by Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama issued 46 
recommendatians, including 
reforms at a secret national se¬ 
curity court and an end to re¬ 
tention of telephone "meta¬ 
data" by the spy agency. 

Tlie 30S-page report sub¬ 
mitted last week to frie ^^^te 
House and released publicly 
yesterday says the US govern¬ 
ment needs to balance tlie inter¬ 
ests of national security and 
intelligence gatlienng with pri¬ 
vacy and “protecting democ¬ 
racy, civil lib eities, and tlie rule 
of law.' 

Richard Clatke, a fiiimer 
Wlnte House comiterteironsm 
aide who is a member of die re¬ 
view board, said, “We are not 
saying tlie stmg^e against ter¬ 
rorism is over" But Clarke 
added there were '"mei^anisms 
diat can be more transparent, can 


have more mdependent ovei- 
sighl" and cited die need to “give 
the public a sense of trust tiiat 
goes beyond uhat it is today." 

The report also called for 
“sigmScant steps" to be taken 
"to protect the privacy of non- 
US persons," and urged more 
CDoperatiDn with alhesto avoid 
the diplomatic fallout from rev¬ 
elations of US intelhgence 
gatheniig. 

Panel members said the re- 
CDinineiidati ons woul d no I ne c- 
essaiiiy mean a rolling back of 
intelligence gathering, includ¬ 
ing on foreign leaders, but that 
surv eill anc e must b e gui d ed b y 
standards and by high-level 
p oil'Cy makers 

“In a free soaety piibhc of¬ 
ficials should never engage in 
surveillance in ordei' to pumsh 
dieir political enemies, to re¬ 
strict freedom of speech or reli¬ 
gion; to suppress legitimate 
criticism and dissent,, to help 
dieir preferred companies or in¬ 
dustries; to provide domestic 
companies with an luifair com¬ 
petitive advantage, or to benefit 
or burden members of groups 
defined in temis of religioa 
edmi'City, race, and gender" 
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Mourn 

fftiffl- lOpmtfA Suarftqr-fkvrHitqr 
Som - 3affl bA Fritfqr A tefurdoir 
PAone flumAor 5Sf-3904 


NOW Serwinfl 

ereakfast 

lunch and dinner 

seven days 

a week. 


All you can eat 
pancakes 
^6.99 



- 2Eggs S>Toast 
14.99 



'Across from Rodisson Ro^ 

The HI-Rlse Hotel District 


5 Burgers Aruba 


olhfery to most 
fols A AmcIios" 


Unlimited 
Refills - $0.79 




Burgers, Fries.. & More! 



An inspired performance of "The Nutcracker".,, 


Continued from pg 1 




Guest dancer Rachel 
Fmkeshteyn proved a de¬ 
lightful Clara. Otlier g;uest 
dancers in key roles were 
young Callie Mendburu 
as the flute player and 
veteran Katherine Wes- 
perduin as in numerous 
roles. Ehsabetli Marchini 
was highly entertaining as 
the Mouse King, facing 
off against Madeline Hot- 
nik as the 

Nutcracker/Pnnce, in a 
beautifully choreo¬ 
graphed battle. 

Mr Kozloy who ong- 
inally staged "Hie Nut¬ 
cracker" at the Sydney 
Opera House in Australia 
in 1931, reported he could 
not he more pleased by 
Ins dancers or the enthu¬ 
siasm of the audience 
during this performance 
of one of his favorite bal¬ 
lets. 

Tlie delicate Pas di 
Deux by Mr. Kozlov and 
Ins wife, Adriana, which 
closed the individual 



dances, brought the audience 
to their feet, even earning 
praise from Aruba's Father of 
Culture, Juan Chabaya 
"Padu" Lampe. As tliey gra¬ 
ciously accepted their bou¬ 
quets and thanked the 
audience, they expressed 


tlieir goal to see "Hie Nut¬ 
cracker" become a part of 
holiday tradition on Aruba, as 
it is in so many aties across 
tlie world, and praised their 
local dancers and students for 
a wonderful performance. 

By Rosalie Klein 



Quulily Snifoud 


297-280-6666 



Seafood 

YiLb Fresh Fish US$ 10.35 AFts. 19.00 

{Indudes: 4-pc funchi, fried ptantalns french fries, create sauce & pickled onions] 
IYj Lb Fresh Shrimps USS 15.40 APIs. 27,00 

Z-pc tuncfii, tied plantains french tartar s,auc8 & ppckled onions] 

Caira “Conch’ in Creole or garlic sauce US$ 2170 APIs. 38 .00 
{Includes: Rice, coleslaw, french fries 3 fried planlaln} 

Panfried Lobster 6 oz. US$ 20.00 AFts. 35.00 

{Includes: Rice, coleslaw, french fries 3 fried plantainl 

Special Plates 

Chicken Sate 

(Includes;, french fries & peonut s.auce) 

Fillet Mignon 6 oz (Angus) US$ 13.30 Afls. 32.00 

(Includes: Rice, coleslaw fr^ench fries & fried plantaii^ _ 

Extra side orders US$ 3.00 Afls. ^ ^ 

(Rica, coleslaw, french fries, fried plantain^ \ 


U$$ 10.85 Afls. 19.00 



Ask for the Soup of IhS^Day 

Italiestraat # 58 (Orange Plaza) 


Globed on Mondays 
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LADIES NIGHT 

THURSDAYS AT 7PM 

FREE CHAMPAONEI FREE MANICURES! 


JOIN US IN OUR FREE BLACK JACK TOURNAMENT WITH 

^300 IN TOTAL CASH PRIZES. 

REGISTRATION 6PM | BLACK JACK TOURNAMENT STARTS AT SPM 
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT: 3SOME FEATURING OFO ESCUDERO 

[WEnwi thi li^r fn (hwpa or (mcd proiroHws «t rheir [|G[ie4ion .ifliRi he n M Ik imp fkh Id iKftViiMtie. 

In vMn dI «gc di oiihi. floif »KpiHtshly wnn*.9aiib1ii^DnirrtuiiiaiB. 


IROPICANA ENTERTAItMMENr CA&IMOS | TROPlCAWACASINOS.COW 


imtm 


MOnTfiLEU 


COQI^icaha 


mmm> 


iSM^iCANA 

dUb inirixi ^ rjiim 


ELLE' 


hlOH'llOlKiE 


UKM UEEVmj 




OQ0O 

ClUii CASINO 


J.E. IRAUSQUIN BLVD. 24S 
Aruba, Dutch Caribbean 
troparuba.com 


Government helps preserve 
Festival di Dande....40th 
edition in 2014! 



ORANJESTAD -- In connec- tions. 


Aruba Bank signs agreement with Musica 
Organization as one of the main sponsors 
of the Caiso & Soca Monarch 2014 

ORANJESTAD - Aruba 



tion with tlie 4Dtli edition of 
Festival di Daiide, the Minis¬ 
ter of Culture Dtmar Croes, 
together with the Department 
of Culture (DCS) and tlie or¬ 
ganizers of the Cluldren and 
Youtli Festival di Dande and 
the Festival di Dande Harry 
Croes^ President of the Cele¬ 
bration Comnussion Robert 
Madura met. They held a 
press conference to invite the 
entire community to support 
one ofthe oldest celebrations 
of folklore and culture of 
Aruba. 

Following different con¬ 
versations with DCA as well 
as with the Commission in 
charge of the festival the 
Minister of Culture decided 
to lend support to this 4Qth 
edition of the Festival di 
Dande and other cultural fes¬ 
tivals in the fiiture. This is a 
celebration that our seniors 
celebrated for many genera- 


DCAis currently delineat¬ 
ing their management. Tliey 
have already stipulated thcrtin 
April 2014 tliere will be a 
congress on culture on Aruba 
In tins manner they want to 
offer all cultural actors tlie 
necessary support so as to be 
able to introduce this impor¬ 
tant part of our society into 
our education and schools^ 
according to the Minster of 
Culture. 

The Minister indicated 
that Uie government wants to 
have the Festival di Dande 
and our 60th Carnival docu¬ 
mented by DCA to preserve 
this as part of our cultural and 
lustoric heritage. TTiis has to 
become a part of the cumcu- 
lum of our schools.Cutural 
themes must be intro duced to 
our children so they can leani 
of the roots of our Aruban 
culture 


Bank was proud to announce 
their hearty support for 
Aruba's grand festival of 
Caiso & Soca Monarch 2D 14 
Aruba's upcoming 60th an¬ 
niversary Cam aval Celebra¬ 
tion promises to be a grand 
affeir, with the entire commu¬ 
nity eagerly awaiting the Di¬ 
amond Jubilee event. 

For tins reason, Aruba 
Bank is proud to j oin the cel¬ 
eb rati on by supporting the 
Caiso L^Soca Monarch 2014 
competition, one ofthe main 
events ofthe canuval season, 
where creativity, unity and 
fantasy is celebrated Tliey 
feel their contribution will 
make this event even bigger. 

“Camaval is part of our 
culture and Aruba Bank sup¬ 
ports our culture," said Exec¬ 
utive Director of Aruba Bank 
N.V, Mrs. Nataly Simmons, 
after signing tbe agreement 
with Mr. Hilward Croes. "As 
p art 0 f our corp orate resp on- 
sihility as a bank we support 
this grand festival. Music is 
one of the mam aspects 
which cannot be missed in 
our Camaval" 

Hilward Croes, President 
of the Musica Organization 
and represent alive of all loccd 
musicians indicated "We are 
very happy for the supp ort re¬ 
ceived from Aruba Bank and 
foresee a huge and successful 
yeEur concermng the 2D 14 
Festival. In 2D 13 Aruba Bank 
already sustained tins festival 
and we are thankful to once 
again be able to count on 
their support.” 

The grand musical event 
of tlie Caiso &Soca Monarich 
2D 14 IS scheduled to begin 
with its pre-final contests on 
February 11, 12 and 13. "Hie 


grand finale and ami ounce- 
ment of the winner will take 
place on Febmary 15tli, at the 
Carnaval Village in San 


Nicolas Updates regarding 
the Caiso A Monarch 2D 14 
Festival and contestants will 
be announced in local papers 



Attractive Kates 
Fast& Friendly 
Service 

Free Koad Map 


Economy Size 
Fees + taxes included! ! 



Compact Size - Automat i c/AC 
Fees + taxes included!? 



Call us for 
FREE Pick-up 

583-0200 
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Play a Linda recognizes employees as its most 

important asset 




Adela Orman 


Ingrid Todd 


MariynTromp 


Rofando de Cuba 


Santiago A Idea 


Lucio Fiter 



PALM BEACH - The Playa 
Lmda Beach Resort once 
again recognized ils valued 
employees with an annual 
luncheon marking the mile¬ 
stone work anniversaries 
colleagues whose years o 
dedicated service has resulted 
in the limeshare resort's high 
ratings The group of staffers, 
along With representatives 
&om management, recently 
shared a festive meal at J.H. 
Yee's Asian Bistro. 

Honored employees each 
received a plaque and the 
customary envelope along 
wiUithe appreciation of their 
fellow colleagues. 

Among the honorees were 
Justine Tasha Cremonv from 
the Front Offrce, and Nidi a 
Boekhoudt-Helder, from tlie 
Executive Office, who have 
all proven valuable additions 
to the Playa Linda team, and 


were recognized for their 5 
years on the job. 

Marking 10 years, Feleata 
Cuesta-Colon, from House¬ 
keeping, and Lucio Piter, 
from the Front Office, each 
also received praise. 

An impressive 15 years 
was reached by Rolando de 
Cuba, from the Front Office. 

Even more remarkable are 
those individuals on the job 


with the Playa Linda for 
more than 20 years: Santiago 
Aldea-Nunez:, from Grounds^ 
with 20 years; Adela Orman, 
from Housekeeping, and 
Marlyn Filomena Tromp,. 
from Accounting, with 25 
years, and with 30 yeai's, In¬ 
grid Todd from Housekeep¬ 
ing 

Special attention was 
given to Ingnd Todd, who 


Justine Cremony 

has spent her entire career 
dedicated to tlie Playa Linda, 
starting out as an entry-level 
housekeeper and working her 
way up to tlie top position of 
Executive Housekeeper. 
Management also recognized 
Prudencio Maduro, better 
Imown as “Deng”, for Ins 17 
years of service and who's 
now leaving the company at 
age 70 to enjoy his well-de¬ 


served retirement. 

Tlirough its annual an¬ 
niversary lunch, mid-year 
party and year-end event, as 
well as numerous special ac¬ 
tivities, outings and traiiungs 
held throughout the year, the 
Playa Linda Beach Resort 
provides recognition and sup¬ 
port to all of Its employees It 
IS b ecause of their efforts that 
tlie Pla-ya Linda continues to 
achieve accolades, such the 
2014 RCI Gold Crown Re¬ 
sort© designation, in recog- 
mtion of its superior resort 
facilities and services. 

Tlie Playa Linda also con¬ 
tinues to maintain Interval In¬ 
ternational’s Premier Status, 
and remains the only Palm 
Beach-area resort to hold the 
environmentally-firendly and 
management-smart ISO 

140 D1 certification 
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Jgoto 

WWW.faCebOOk.com/Maggy5aua 

L„and tell us wh/ you chose Aruba as 

your vacation destination. 


PerfunieSr Cosmetics & Salons 
fiHit fleoiriy FmportiJfla srrKe ps5f 



iOT CJHANEL GLIERJLAIN 


lAmOfAU yM/EIDO 


Ftenals^iHe 

MirfcgtPlacp 

Salon 
^33-^106 


Ptwp 

HamdaMal 
Pedunwfy ft Salon 


i&iriott 

Qi;4MCiijb 

Perfumery 

58&^50& 


Safi 

Nkoiai 


Perfumery. 

5aa-2ii3 


Perfumery 

Sfrl-1400 


The PTA of Aruba International School brings holiday 
cheer to the children of Casa Cuna 





Haven stra at 36, 
Behind Royal Plaza Mall, 
Oranjestad, Tel: 5S84494 


* All free Parlay cards must be ir 30 rninutes before the start of the first ggjme on the weekly card!. 

’ Free parley rzard will be issued for every SportSbOdk bet Of SJO or more - 25 points rSn Glamour Club Card. 

■ One ticket per $20 bet or more. 

* Rgryers with the most correct games wn. Prize money will be divided between all wmoers in the event of a tie 
' Maneigemer^t reserves all rights to cancel or alter this prctrsotion at any time. 


TEL 587 3399 • AT THE LA CABANA BEACH RESORT & CASINO 


Open Mon - Sat 
Lunch ; 12;00 - 3:00prn 
Dinner: 6:00 - 10:00 pm 


AWG IjOOO.OO bonus - FOR GETTING ALL GAMES CORRECT 

AWG TOO 00 ADDED TO BONUS EVERY WEEK THAT 

THE BONUS IS NOT PAID 


Indian Restaurant 
on the Island 


AWG 500.00 WEEKLY PRIZE FOR MOST CORRECT 


ORANJESTAD - Casa 
Cuna Progress 0 is a live-in 
center for children ages in¬ 
fant to seven years from 
troubled homes The Direc¬ 
tor of Casa Cuna, Quilin 
Arends-Maduro„ was very 
pleased to welcome a dele¬ 
gation from the PTA of the 
International iSchool of 
Aiuba (PSA), which con¬ 
ducted a fundraising drive 
for the foundation over the 
last month. They brought 
with them boxes and bags of 
items donated by ISA par¬ 
ents, as well as purchased 
by the PTA from monies 
collected. 

PTA President Vanessa 


Van de Veldt-Tj oa and her 
committee, consisting of 
Shi el a Knight, Julie Hamil¬ 
ton Smith and Sheiyl 
Muyali, spearheaded the 
campaign to accumulate do¬ 
nated toys, clothing, kitchen 
utensils, bedding and even a 
flat-screen TV, which was 
turned over to the center on 
Tuesday afternoon^ Decem¬ 
ber 17. 

Various events were con¬ 
ducted,. including a Christ¬ 
mas Concert, to raise funds 
and gather goods for Casa 
Cuna All pai'ents of the stu¬ 
dents of the ISA were in¬ 
formed of the project, and 
Vanessa remarked they ini- 


YOU RECEIVE 1 FREE PARLAY TICKET 

FOR EVERY $20 OR MORE BET ON ANY SPORTSBOOK WAGER 

• NO POINT SPREAD • SfMPLY PICK THE WINNER OF ALL GAMES ON THE CARD 
- MOST WINNERS WINS - PRIZE IS SHARED EQUALLY WHEN THERE IS A TIE 


tially experienced a slow 
start, but gained momen¬ 


tum, They are highly gratt- 
fled by ^e generous out¬ 
pouring and demonstration 
of charity for those less for¬ 
tunate. 

Two of the teenage stu¬ 
dents at ISA, Pavail Saw- 
ilani and Adi Varde, 
accompanied the PTA 
ladies, as they, with mem¬ 
bers of their youth group. 
Act For Change, or AFC, 
conducted their own 
fundraising events to assist 
with the project AFC had 
adopted Casa Qina as one 
of favored charities more 
than a year ago, and were 
pleased to participate in tins 
cuirent effort. Accompany¬ 
ing the PTA members were 
their children, who thor¬ 
oughly enjoyed the expen- 
ence of helping others and 
meeting the young charges 


of Casa Cuna. 

Tlie substantial collection 
of dolls, playthings and 
crafting sets were laid out 
for the children of tlie center 
to select whatever appealed 
to them. Many other impor¬ 
tant items were also do¬ 
nated, such as bedding and 
sundiy needs of the center 

Mrs. Arends-Maduro ex¬ 
pressed her gratitude and 
great pleasure at seeing 
young people so enthusias¬ 
tic regarding helping the 
less fortunate, and enjoying 
the emotional rewards of 
volunteer work. 

Photo depicts The PTA of 
Aruba International School 
biinging holiday cheer to 
the children of Casa Cuna 


By Rosalie Klein 


MvnIiaI 
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EitimaElraBt #3-Plazli M^argarilQ 
Downtown 

Hours: 9:30 till 6:30 prtl (MonThni Saif 
Phone: |2S7)B3B-E406 


BOSS 

HUGO BOSS 


Lancloor 

^ ih^ J)ndlliin (ftlll 

Lunch Buffet 

Saturday - Sunday 

12:00 - 3 p.m. Dinner 

Monday * Sunday 
6:00 -11:00 p.m 


Palm Beach Center - Palm Beach /^ruba - Teh 58(50914 

White House tries to 
smooth row... 


Cont. from pg 1 

(AFP) - US authorities say 
she not only paid a domestic 
servant a fraction of tlie min¬ 
imum wage but also lied in a 
visa application for tlie em¬ 
ployee, an Indian national 
who has since absconded. 

In an email to colleagues 
published Wednesday, Kho- 
bragade said she told arrest¬ 
ing autlionties that she had 
diplomatic immunity -- only 
to suffer repeated searches 
and to he jailed with "com¬ 
mon cnmmals". 

India has transferred a 
diplomat at the centre of a po¬ 
litical row with tlie United 
States to its UH mission in 
New York to give her foil 
diplomatic immunity^ local 
media reported Wednesday 

■I must admit that I broke 


down many times as the in¬ 
dignities of repeated hand¬ 
cuffing, stripping and cavity 
searches, swabbing, in a 
hold-up witli common mmi- 
nals and drug addicts were all 
being imposed upon me de¬ 
spite my incessant assertions 
of immumty," she said in the 
email. 

■I got the strength to re¬ 
gain composure and remain 
digmfied, tlunkmg that I must 
represent all of my colleagues 
and my country with confi¬ 
dence and pnde " 

Hie revelation that a liigh- 
ranking diplomat could be 
subjected to such treatment 
has caused huge offence in a 
country that sees itself as an 
emerging world power. 


Multinational effort takes shape Stunned Kerry says US won't abandon 
to remove Syria chemical arms typhoon-hit Philippines 


THE HAGUE (AFP) - Pruss¬ 
ian armoured tnicks will help 
take Syria's chemical 
weapons out of the country, 
tracked by US satellite equip¬ 
ment and Chinese surveil¬ 
lance cameras, in an 
unprecedented international 
operatiDn, the world's chemi¬ 
cal watchdog said. 

The details are part of an 
ambitious plan unveiled by 
the Organisation for the Pro¬ 
hibition of Chemical 
Weapons (DPCW) at a meet¬ 
ing of its Executive Council 
published Wednesday despite 
delays to the overall opera¬ 
tion which aims to be com¬ 
pleted by mid-3014. 

Several nations have al¬ 
ready announced their oSers 
of help, including the US, 
which IS to destroy "hundreds 
of tonnes' of Category Due 
chemicals -- including mus¬ 
tard gas, sann and VX nerve 
gas -- aboai'd a specially- 


equipped ship minternational 
waters. 

A Damsh and a Norwe¬ 
gian frigate are waiting in 
C'^’pms to escort Nordic 
cargo ships to collect tlie 
chemicals from Syria's mam 
port Latakia, but tlie haz¬ 
ardous materials are still at H 
sites around Syria. 

The Nordic vessels will 
take tlie chemicals to an Ital¬ 
ian port, where they will be 
loaded onto the US ship for 
destruction, before returning 
to Latakia to pick up the re¬ 
maining chemicals to be de¬ 
stroyed at commercial 
facilities outside of S>Tia. 

Tlie DPCW had set itself a 
December 31 deadlme for tlie 
most dangerous chenucals to 
be taken out of Syna, via 
Latakia, but that date is likely 
to be pushed hack. 

Syria's most dangerous 
chemicals must be destroyed 
by March 31. 


TACLOBAN (AFP) - A 
stunned Secretary of State 
John Kerry loured a ty’phoon- 
devastated Hulippiiie city on 
Wednesday, pledging more 
US aid as its Asian ally ap¬ 
pealed for international help 
to fund an SS.l? billion re¬ 
building plan. 

"This IS a devastation un¬ 
like anytlung that I have ever 
seen at tins scale," Kerry said 
while visiting a temporary 
US aid supply depot for sur¬ 
vivors of Super Typhoon 
Haiyan in the central city of 
Tacloban. 

" It really is quite stunning 
It looks like a war zone in 
every respect and for a lot of 
people it IS," he told re¬ 
porters. 

Tacloban, a city of 
220,000 people, bore the 
brunt of Haiyan's fury last 
montli as towenng tsunami- 
like waves wliipped up by tlie 
storm obliterated its coastal 
distncts 


Nearly 8,0DO people were 
killed or remain missing in 
central provinces, with 
Tacloban accounting for 
more than 5,000 of the total 
'Entire commuiuties lev¬ 
elled, water up to tlie second 
storey of the airport tow'er, 
and all of this covered in 
water," Kerry said, gesluniig 
toward tents during his visit 
to tlie US Agency for Intema- 
ti onal D e V el op iii eiit dep □ t 
near Tadoball's airport. 

He said President Barack 
□bama had sent him to offer 
condolences and assure Fil¬ 
ipinos of unwavenng efforts 
in assisting them 

Kerry announced $25 iiul- 
lion in extra aid, raising 
Washington's Haiyan relief 
efiEort to nearly $S7 million, a 
US embassy statement said. 

Two US firms, Procter and 
Gamble and Coca-Cola, will 
help repair, restock and re¬ 
open more than 2,000 small 
grocenes in typhoon-liit 


areas, it added 

'Last 1110 nth's typhoon 
broke the world's heart, hut 
what IS certain is tliat it didn't 
break the spint of the people 
here," Kerry stressed. 

Tlie Umted Stales, a long¬ 
time military ally of the 
Philippines, sent an aircraft 
earner group and committed 
hODD Marines in a massive 
aid airlift in tlie desp erate first 
few days after the typhoon, 
when Tacloban and other 
areas were cut off by road 
Tlie still imp oven shed 
Philippines IS battered by an 
average of 20 storms a year, 
and Filipinos have long had 
to deal with weather-related 
disasters as best they can 
But tlie ftvry of Haiyan, 
with its maximum 315 lalo- 
metre (195 mile) per hour 
winds, was unprecedented 
It wrecked 1.2 million 
homes, caused some $12.9 
billion in damage and left 4 4 
million homeless, according 
to tlie Plnlippme government. 
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Italy migrant video sparks European 
outrage 



Second 
worst year 
for 

journalists 
in jail; 
watchdog 

NEW YORK (AFP) - The 
number of journalists blled 
and imprisoned fell in ;3013 
but it was still tlie second worst 
yeai' on record for reporters m 
prison, a US-based watchdog 
said Wednesday. 

Ed far tliis year, 52 jDumal- 
1 sts have b een kdle dasadirect 
result of their work, down 
&oni 73 last year, according to 
tire Committee to Pi'otect Jour¬ 
nalists (CPJ), based in New 
York. 

For tlie second consecutive 
year, Turkey was the world's 
leading j at lei of journalists, 
followed closely by Iran and 
China. 

Those countries accounted 
for more than half of the 211 
journalists imprisoned around 
tire world in 2013. 

“Jailing journalists for tlieir 
work IS tlie hallmai'k of an in¬ 
tolerant, repressive society," 
said CPJ ezecutive director 
Joel Simon. 

In Vietnam, the number of 
journalists behind bars rose 
from H in 2012 to IS after 
what CPJ called an intensified 
crackdown on bloggers. 

CPi said it was the second 
worst ye ar smc e rec ords b e gan 
in 1930 in teims ofjoumahsts 
beliind bars. In 2012, there 
were 232. 

The civil wai' m Syria, 
which has killed more than 
12d,000 people and created 2.4 
million refugees, represented 
tlie deadliest coimtry for jour¬ 
nalists for a second year run¬ 
ning. 

CPJ said 21 reporters were 
killed m Ey^a^ sis in Egypt, 
five in Palastan, four in Soma¬ 
lia, lliree in Brazil and another 
tliree in Iraq, In Mali and Rus¬ 
sia, two were killed. 

One journalist was killed 
each m Turkey, Bangladesh 
Colombia, Philippines, India 
and Libya 

The number of journalists 
imprisoned by tlie Synan gov¬ 
ernment fell fi'om 15 in 2012 
to 13, but dozens of others 
have been abducted and are 
believed to be held by armed 
opposition groups. 

About 30 joumalisls are 
missing in Syria. 


ROME (AFP) - A video of a 
gi'oup of migrants being 
washed down in a centre on 
the Italian island of Lampe¬ 
dusa has caused a wave of out¬ 
rage in Rome and Brussels, 
less than three months after a 
siiipwreck in which hundreds 
died. 

The male mi^anls -- some 
of them naked -- ai'e shown 
quemng up to be disinfected 
after being checked by nurses 
in what appeal's to he an open 
space at the ceiiti'e m footage 
sliown by R.ai 2 state televi¬ 
sion. 

The EU's Home Affairs 
Commissioner Cecilia MaLm- 
stroem on Wednesday con¬ 
demned “appalhiig coiiditions" 
at some of tlie migi'ant centres 
in Italy including Lampedusa 
and said an EU investigation 
was already under way. 

“The EU is committed to as¬ 
sist Italy in receiving migi'ants, 
but It has to be done in decent 
conditions," Malmsti'oem said 
on Twitter, adding “We will 
not hesitate to launch an in¬ 
fringement procedure to make 
sure EU standards and obliga¬ 
tions ai'e fully respected." 

After Lampedusa^s mayor 
Giusi Nicolini said the images 
were reminiscent of* a concen¬ 
tration camp",. Italian Pnme 
Minister Eimco Letta prom¬ 
ised to mvestigate and to piui- 


ish anyone held responsible. 

The United Nations refugee 
agency UNHCR in a statement 
joined the choms of outrage, 
which coincides with the UN's 
International Migrants Day. 

"Tlie constant overcrowding 
that occurs is unsustainable 
and leads to a situation where, 
despite tlie efforts of humani¬ 
tarian workers, the assistance 
offered is far below the mini¬ 
mum standards," spokesman 
Laurens Jolles said 

But Co no Galipo, tlie head 
of the contractor that inns the 
Lamp e dus a c entre on b ehal f o f 
the interior ministry, rejected 
the accusations. 

Galipo said in a radio inter¬ 
view that tlie migrants seen lin¬ 
ing up naked had in fact 
stripped down because tliey 
were "impatient" as they 
awaited tlieir disinfection 
shower and had "cleaiiy staged 
the images seen". 

Tens of thousands of mi¬ 
grants land 111 Italy every year. 


paying sometimes thousands 
of euros (dollars) each to 
smugglers who ship them from 
the shores of Egypt, Libya or 
Turkey on rickety and badly 
overcrowded boats. 

Italy complains it has to 
shoulder an unfair burden as 
0 lie 0 f the mam p omts o f entry 
for migrants into Europe, al- 
tliough countries in northern 


Europe point out tliat they re¬ 
settle a far higher share of 
refugees 

Many of the migrants transit 
througli Lampedusa, a tiny is¬ 
land that IS closer to the 
TVimsian coast tlian to the rest 
of Italy and has turned into a 
major gateway for irregular 
migration into the European 
Union. 

Hie latest figures show 
14,Q0Q migrants have transited 
througli Lampedusa so far this 
year 

Tlie island's 381-bed facility 
IS often too full and many mi¬ 
grants have been forced to stay 
in unsanitary conditions and 
sleep out 111 ftie open, awaiting 
transfer to otlier migrant cen¬ 
tres 111 tlie rest of Italy. 
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China confirms human Pfizer The mystery of 

death from new bird fiu type reaches America's 


SHANGHAI (AFP) - A 73- 
year-old Chinese woman has 
died of a type of bu d flu new 
in humans, health officials say, 
but experts believe the risk of 
It spreading between people is 
low 

The woman died of the 
H10H3 strainmthe Eoutlieast- 
em city of Nanchaug on De¬ 
cember fi, the Jiangxi 
provincial heallh depailment 
said in a statement on its web¬ 
site. 

Biologists say the strain has 
11 ever been detected in humans 
before. 

Bird flu mfeebons raise 
fears tliat a vims could mutate 
to become easily tiansimssible, 
potentially triggering a pan¬ 
demic. 

An outbreak of H7N9 bird 
flu has infected at least 139 
people on tlie m ami and and re¬ 
sulted in 45 deatlis, but fatali- 
bes have dropped significantly 
since the end of June. 

Other cases of H7H9 infec¬ 
tion were also reported in 
Hong Kong and Taiwan. 


Hie woman in Nanchang 
was admitted to hospital on 
November 30 with severe 
pneumonia and died of respi¬ 
ratory failure and shock, the 
provincial healtli dep ailment's 
statement said 
She had visited a local live 
pDultiy market before suc¬ 
cumbing to the virus, it added. 

People who have been in 
close contact with the woman 
have not shown any signs of 
illness so far, it said. 

Local health officials also 
cited unnamed experts as say¬ 
ing imtial assessments sug¬ 
gested the death was an 
individual case and the risk of 
the virus spreading between 
humans was low 

The HIONS bird fiu strain 
has 11 ever been detected in hu¬ 
mans before, University of 
Hong Kong uiicrobiDlogtst 
Yuen Kwok-yung told Hong 
Kong Cable TV on Tuesday 
In August scientists rep orted 
the first likely case of direct 
p ers on-to -p ers on transmi ssi on 
ofH7N9. 


settlement 
with Teva on 
generic 
Viagra 

NEW YORK (AFP) - Phar¬ 
maceutical giant Pfiser Tues¬ 
day announced tliat it settled 
patent libgation against Teva 
Pharmaceuticals over fire sale 
of a generic version of block¬ 
buster drug Viagra in the 
United States. 

Hie settlement means Is¬ 
rael-based Teva "will be al¬ 
lowed to launch a generic 
version of Viagra in the US on 
December 11, 3D17 or earlier 
under certain circumstances,' 
Pfixer said in a statement. 

"Teva will pay Pfizer a roy¬ 
alty for a license to pro duce its 
generic version," Pfixer said. 

Other terms of the agree¬ 
ment were confidential. 

Patents for Viagra, winch 
treats erectile dysfunction, ex¬ 
pire m April 2030,. Pfizer said. 

In June 2010, Pfizer lost its 
patent in Brazil to exclusively 
sell the dmg. Pfizer's patent for 
Viagra has also expired in Eu¬ 
rope and Japan. 

The US Food and Drug Ad¬ 
ministration has granted tenta- 
bve approval for Teva's 
generic version of Viagra^ said 
Teva, which is the world's 
biggest genenc drug maker. 


'virgin 

PARIS (AFP) - One in eveiy 
200 young American women 
says she became pregnant 
while still a virgin. 

Hiat is die eye-popping fig¬ 
ure rep orted onTuesda^f by US 
reseaichers who trawled 
tlirough a long-tenn study mto 
reproductive health among 
young Ameiicans 

Out of 7,S70 women who 
took part in the confidential re- 
searcli, 45 -- 0 5 percent --said 
they had conceived yet had not 
had vaginal intercourse. 

None said they had used in- 
vibo feitilisation (IVF) to be¬ 
come pregnant, according to 
die paper, published in the 
British Medical Journal 
(BMJ). Out of die 45, 'there 
were some miscarriages and 
other pregnancy losses," said 
the authors 

The study was based on the 
National Longitudinal Study 
of Adolescent Health, which 
ran from 1995 to 2009, span¬ 
ning life between adolescence 
and aduldiood. It is deemed re¬ 
liable and representative of US 
social and ethnic back gi'ounds 

The young women reported 
dieif ill story of vaginal inter¬ 
course and pregnancy and dietr 
knowledge of birth control 
medio d 3 

Over 14 years, they re¬ 
sponded to regular question¬ 
naires, logging tbeir answers 
on a laptop rather than in eye- 
contact interviews, although a 


births' 

helper was also present in die 
room in case die volunteer 
needed aid. 

Their age and commitment 
to a religion were also 
recorded, their pai'ents were 
asked to say how much they 
had talked about sex or birth 
control and their school's di¬ 
rector was asked to say what 
part sex education had m the 
cuiTiculum. 

Nearly a tlnrd -- 31 percent 
-- of the "virgin pregnancy" 
group said they had made a 
chastity pledge, a vow often 
promoted by conservative 
Clin Shan church groups winch 
argue sex should only take 
place in die context of mar¬ 
il age. 

In "non-virgins' who had 
become pregnant, 15 percent 
had made the chasbty pledge 
Among diose who said they 
were still a virgin, the propor¬ 
tion of chastity pledgers was 
21 percent. 

“Virgin modiers' were also 
more than two yeai's younger, 
being 19.3 years on average 
when they gave bii1h, com¬ 
pared to 'non-virgin" modiers 
wiiose average age at pai'ent- 
hood was 21.7 years. 

Hie findings raise intngu- 
ing questions about sexual ed¬ 
uced on and awai’eness but also 
ah out the di ffi cultie s o f gettm g 
accurate data about sex lives, 
she said 111 a phone interview 
with AFP. 



Fully furnrihecf ^udio a'pGrtments, walking distance to Eagle 
Beach, per day week or month, excellent alternative for your next 

vacation m Aruba, 

Bubali tMoordy Arubsi 


Phones; (297) 587-7482 / 587-6474 far. (297) 5S7-8448 


www.9a9akf-a1pjirtm9rTt9.com 
E-mailt: AAaakiapartmiArktft^hotmdll.ccjm 































Visit our model suites open MONDAY till FRIDAY 8:30 - 5:30 / SATURDAY & SUNDAY: 10:00 - 2:00 

Phone: 586.9696 - email: info@aquaruba.com / www.aquaruba.com 


VATICAN CITY (AFP) - Pope Francis warmly greeted 
players from his favourite football team San Lorenzo 
after a general audience in St Peter's Square on Wednes¬ 
day, following th^r victory in the national championship 
in Argentina. The Vatican said the 77-year-oid Argentine 
pontiff, who is stfll a member of the club Chat he used to 
watch in Buenos Aires as a child with his father, was de¬ 
lighted when they clinched the title on Sunday. The del¬ 
egation of players and team managers handed a smiling 
Francis th^r championship trophy as well as the club's 
red-and-blueiersey with '^Francisco Campeon" ("Francis 
Champion") emblazoned on the back. The pontiff has 
pushed for sports to take a more prominent place in the 
Catholic Church, championing team games as good for 
mind, body and soul and calling for more "spiritual ath¬ 
letes." The club - officially known as Club Atletico San 
Lorenzo deAlmagro ~ dedicated drefr victory to him. San 
Lorenzo will now represent Argentina in the annual Copa 
Libertadores South American football tournament 


TOKYO - Misii Philippin&s 
Bea Rose Satittago took home 
the crown in the 53rd Miss In¬ 
ternational pageant, held at tlie 
Slunagawa Pmice Hotel Hall in 
Tokyo, Japan on Tuesday 

Bea P.ose impressed tlie 
judges during the QjfeApoition 
where she said she wants to 
■"sustam tlie spint of sympathy 
and hope," when asked about 
what she would do if she wins 
the crown. 

Miss Netherlands Nathelie 
Den Dekker was 'Crowned hrst 
mnner-up, wlnle Miss New 
Zealand Casey Radley was de¬ 
clared second iiinner-up. Miss 
Colombia Lorena Heimida and 
Miss Hungary Bngilla Otvos 
were included m the Top 5. 


ROME (AFP) - The photo of a young Italian woman kiss¬ 
ing a police officer's helmet visor during a protest has 
gone viral, with a police union threatening to sue her for 
"sexual violence". The 20-year-old student, Nina De 
Chiffre, was snapped by a photographer working for AFP 
as she went to kiss the policeman, Salvatore Piccione, 
at a protest against a new high-speed rail line in theAlps. 
Her act was interpreted by many as a loving gesture and 
proved a hit on social media, although the photographer 
Marco Bertorello and De Chiltre herself pointed out that 
ft was intended as an act of mockery. The November 16 
demonstration had brought thousands of protesters to 
the picturesque Val di Susa where the contested line is 
being built between France and Italy. Franco Maccari, the 
head of the COISP police union, earlier this month vowed 
to sue the protester for "sexual violence and insulting a 
public official". Contacted by AFP, prosecutors said they 
had not received a lawsuit but said one could still be 
submitted for 90 days after the protest. 
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EU wants cloned meat off the table 
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BRUSSELS (AFP) - Tlie Eu¬ 
ropean Commission sad 
Wednesday it would b ai meat 
&Dm cloned animals but 
slopped short of imposing re- 
stnctioiis on produce from tlie 
offspring of such aiimals, a 
hugely sensitive issue. 

Animal rights groups at¬ 
tacked the plai as not going isi' 
enougli on ai issue winch has 
divided public opinion since 
the successful cloning of 
'Dolly tlie Sheep' in tlie 199Qs. 

Critics say clDning is unnat¬ 
ural, causes unnecessary suf¬ 
fering to aiimals aid risks 
dangerous unintended conse¬ 
quences while supporters see it 
as offering untold new possi¬ 
bilities to improve human life. 

Introducing the planned 
rules, EU Healtli Commis¬ 
si oner Tonio Borg sad the 


commercial clomng of famed 
aiimals and the import of 
cloned animals will be banned 
in the 2S-member bloc. 

He added that tlie marketing 
of food fr'om cloned animals 
would also be prohibited, but 
that research into cloning 
would be allowed. 

“These proposals intend to 
address animal welfae and 
other ethical concerns related 
to the use of the teclmique," 
tlie Comnussion said 
However, "tliere is no pro¬ 
posal on labelling" aiy pro¬ 
duce aising from the 
offspring of cloned animals, 
be it nulk or meat, sad Borg. 

The only countiy cloning 
animals as a food source 
within tlie European Union is 
Denmai'k. 

While cloned meat is not 


mich oie WMid vou wait ? 


Cloned 


Unknown 


Not Cloned 


often eaten because of its high 
price, tlie embiyos aid semen 
of such animals are exported 
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and widely used. 

The United States, Ar¬ 
gentina Brazil and Umguay 
aie among countries tliat farm 
the offspring of cloned ani¬ 
mals. 

Altliougli the European 
Union imports between 
3OQ,0D0 and 5OD,D00 tonnes of 
beef fr'om tlie United States 
and Argentina, they are not re¬ 
quired to specify the origin of 
the meat with specifrc la¬ 
belling. 

Amove by European Parlia¬ 
ment lawmalcers to impose 
clear labelling on imported 
meat fell apart in 2011 over 
opposition from member 
states, winch deemed such a 
regulation excessive. 

Any such regulation would 
have required the United 
States and Ai'gentma to caiiy 
out checks on meat sources, 
and nsked sparising a frade war 
in case of non-compliance. 

Tlie EU and Umted States 
are now negotiating what 
would be tlie world's biggest 
free trade agreement, witli 
food safety issues and stan- 
dai'ds a ma|or problem area as 
both sides seek to win greater 
market access for their pro¬ 
duce. 

Hie Commission said it 
considered the labelling of 
food from the offspnng of 


cloned animals but decided 
that it would have been an 
overly complicated process 
^Tills requires that pai'ent- 
age infoimation for eveiy food 
producing animal is conveyed 
tlirough the food production 
chain," it said. 

"Tliis becomes more com¬ 
plicated and therefore costly 
with eveiy generation be¬ 
tween the clone and the ani¬ 
mal, reproductive material and 
the food," it said. 

It was therefore holding off 
such labelling to give more 
time for a feasibility study to 
be carried out. 

Rein eke Hameleers, who 
heads the Euro group for Ani¬ 
mals, cnticised tlie Commis¬ 
sion's proposals, saying that 
tliey did not go far enough 
Not only does the ban not 
come in force immediately, it 
also does not include a prolii- 
bition on produce fromtlie off¬ 
spring of cloned animals, 
Hameleers said. 

The group opposes -clomng 
on etliical, ammal welfai'e and 
healtli grounds. It quotes scien¬ 
tists saying that mortality of 
cloned animals is considerably 
lugher tlian for other animals, 
Tlie latest proposals by the 
European Commission will 
have to be put to tlie Eiuropean 
Parliament and memb er states, 
and are not expected to come 
into force before 2D Id. 
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MIAMI - A bag is see/i fuli of holiday grocery supplies 
being given out by a Latin American Chamber of Com¬ 
merce sponsored event on December 18, 2013 in Miami, 
Fforida. The chamber handed out 3,000 vouchers durirTg 
the annual event several weeks ago and those with 
vouchers exchanged them tioday for bags of food worth 
up to $250. The meats include pork, yucca, milk, soda, 
and bread along with other sterns. 


UN: World faces ’bumpy’ fallout 


from end to US spending 


UNITED NATIONS (AFP) - 
The United Nation!; satd yes¬ 
terday (halt tlie wed d economy 
should grow in :2014 but faces 
a "bumpy* nde when the US 
government stalls ending its 
major stimulus spending. 

The UN's annual World 
Economic Situation and Pros¬ 
pects report predicted the 
global economy would grow 
by 3.0% 111 3014 and 3.3% m 
3015, up from an estimated 
3.1% in 3013. 

UN experts said they were 
more positive about tlie world 
economy as euro-using coun¬ 
tries were emerging from re- 
cessaon and US growth has 
strengtliened. 

"A few large emerging 
economies, including China 
and India, managed to back¬ 
stop the deceleration they ex¬ 
perienced in the p ast two years 
and veered upwards moder¬ 


ately," said the report. “These 
factors point to increasing 
global growth.* 

Tlie UN report said inflation 
will remain "tame" but ci'eatmg 
jobs will remain difihcult. It 
predicted internationd trade 
will grow by 4.7% in 3014 but 
the price of most commodities 
will remain "flat." 

The UN said tliere were 
risks however from "apossible 
bumpy exit fr'om tlie quantita¬ 
tive easing programs* used by 
the US Federal PLeseive to spur 
the economy during the eco- 
nonuc crisis of recent years. 

Tlie report wras released just 
before the Fed announced that 
it will start cutting hack its 
spending m January It will 
spend 175 billion a month on 
bonds fr'om starting in Januaiy 
down from the $S5 billion a 
month it has spent for a year in 
an effort to keep doiATi interest 


union deal 


Fed to taper massive US 
stimulus from January 


rates to stimulate growth and 
jobs. 

"Efforts by tlie Fed to pull 
out of quantitative eaang pro¬ 
grams could lead to a surge m 
long tenn interest rates,'' said 
tlie report, adding tliat tliere 
could dso be asell-oSm global 
equities and a fall in capital 
flows to emei'gmg economies. 

The report also raised 
doubts about “fragility* in tlie 
banking system and the euro 
economy and "continuedpolit¬ 
ical wrangling in tlie US on tlie 
debt ceiling and the budget." 

It said rising tensions in the 
Middle East and elsewhere 
"could derail the world econ¬ 
omy. " 


EU ministers edge towards banking 


BRUSSELS (AFP) - EU fi¬ 
nance ministers yesterday 
edged closer to a final deal on 
a banking union which will 
hand Brussels unprecedented 
new powers to prevent failing 
banl^s from wrecking tlie econ¬ 
omy. 

"Tire problem is not die ac¬ 
cord Itself . but tliere are 
many te dim cal and bureau¬ 
cratic problems to resolve," an 
EU diplomatic source said. 

The banking union plan 
was drawn up in response to 
the finanicial and then debt 
enses which brought down 
many banks and neaiiy drove 
the eurozone to its knees as 
gDvenmients had to be bailed 
out after res cum g tlieir 1 enders. 

Tlie new emerging fr'ame- 
work involves a big pooling of 
sovereignty and would iiiai'k a 
big step towai'ds EU cross-bor¬ 
der authority explaining in 
large pai't why the talks have 
taken so long to get tins far. 

"There are some issues 


open but I tliiiik we'll he able 
today to make a deal, a fair 
deal, a deal tliat can be put be¬ 
fore die European Parhament,* 
said Lithuanian Finance Min¬ 
ister Rimantas Eadzius, whose 
countiy holds the rotating pres¬ 
idency of the EU 

Determined to prevent a re¬ 
peat of the cnsis, the European 
Umon aims to put in place a 
system to regulate banks and 
close down failing lenders. 

A key sticking point has 
been who will have the final 
say in deciding to dose abanl^ 
and how tins will be paid for. 

Hie plan is for tlie b anks to 
contnbute to a fund for tins 
purpose, phased in over 10 
years, so that the taxpayer will 
no longer have to fo ot the biU 
Tlie problem is that the 
fund IS unlikely to be enough 
in tlie interim period and there 
aie sharp differences over how 
it could find additional or 
"backstop" financing 

According to a draft docu¬ 
ment seen by AFP, bridge fi¬ 
nancing could come either 


fi'om die member states or 
fi'om the eurozone's own res¬ 
cue frind, tlie European Stabil¬ 
ity Mechanism. 

Used for national bailouts, 
drawing on the ESM usually 
comes with tougli policy coii- 
di ho ns, hut it was us e d co ntro - 
versially to provide some 41 
billion euros to Spanish banks 
duectly in 2013 witliout such 
terms. 

The document says that the 
final winding up fund -- esti¬ 
mated at 55 billion euros -- 
will also have a backstop to 
provide additional finance if 
needed, witli tlie banlcmg sec¬ 
tor ultimately liable for it 

Finance ministers from the 
33-countiy bloc were positive 
yesterday that a deal was m 
sight, witlimorale boosted fol¬ 
lowing an agreement late 
Tuesday on a deposit guaran¬ 
tee scheme to protect savers. 

Ministers need to reach an 
agreement so it can be submit¬ 
ted for approval to an EU lead¬ 
ers two-day summit from 
today 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - Hie 
federal Reserve amiounced 
yesterday it would begin to 
taper its masave stimulus pro¬ 
gram nextmontli as it sees im¬ 
provement in tlie US economy 
and tlie ailing j ob market. 

The Fed will spend i75 bil¬ 
lion Dll bonds a month starting 
m January down from tlie $35 
billion a month it has spent for 
a year in an effort to tamp 
down long-term mterest rates 
to stimulate growtli and jobs, 
the FederjJ Open Maiket Com¬ 
mittee said after a two-day 
monetary policy meeting. 

"In light of die cumulative 
progress toward maximum em¬ 
ployment and die improvement 
m the outlook for labor market 
conditions, tlie Committee de¬ 
cided to modestly reduce tlie 
pace of its asset purchases," the 
FOMC said in a statement. 

Noting the federal govern¬ 
ment's spending cuts since tlie 
stall of the current asset-pur- 
chase program, the FOMC said 
it "sees the improvement in 
economic activity and labor 


market conditions over that pe¬ 
riod as consistent witli growing 
underlying strengtli m tlie 
broader economy." 

In updates of its economic 
forecasts, the Fed projected 
gross domestic product growth 
between 3.3 percent and 3 3 
percent, a tenth point wider 
than tlie 3 9-3.1 percent range 
it projected m September. 

It projected the unemploy¬ 
ment rate, cuirently at 7 Q per¬ 
cent, would fall to a range of 
fi.3-d.d percent by die end of 
next year, an improvement 
from die prior estimate of d.4- 
6.3 percent. 

Hie Fed, as widely ex¬ 
pected, held its key interest rate 
at 0-0.35 percent where it has 
been for five years to support 
the recovery from recession. 


YESTERDAY’S 
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CROSSWORD 




CROSSWORD 


'mruLRSs 

*1 “Grey’s 
Anatomy** 
network 
4 Restrain 
a Magi's 
offering 

10 Laugh 
sounds (2 
wds.) 

11 _Monster 

of 

"Sesame 

Street” 

12 Shade 
providers 

13 increase 

14 Singers’ 
“blends'" 

16 Flake off 

18 Candidate^ 
for short 

19 Immigra¬ 
tion island 

21 Struggles 
for breath 

25 Reggae 
singer 
Marley 

27 Detective's 
aid 

28 Expand 

32 Oversized 
vase 

33 Declare 
with 
confi- 


34 Battered 

36 Nomad's 
shelter 

37 Complain 

38 Bohemian 

39 Airport 
monitor 
abbr, 

DOWN 

1 Biblical 
vessel 

2 Edge of a 
hat 

3 Chirp 

4 Wood¬ 
finishing 
prepara- 


see our webside: 
w ww.them o mi ng newsaruba. c om 


tion 

5 Grimm 
story 

6 Cry of 
dismay (2 
wdsO 

7 _the 

buck 

8 Heidi 
Klum, e,g- 

9 Heidi's 
hoiler 

11 Super¬ 
man’s 
wear 

15 Puppy 

17 The Statue 

12 


of_ 

20 It follows fa 

22 Economic 
reverse 

23 Blencfer 
button 

24 Dispatch 
26 Entertainer 

Victor 

28 Given facts 

29 For all time 

30 Air duct 

31 Piece 
35 Soccer 

player 

Hamm 


1-4 

5 

le 

7 
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DRUG STORES OPEN AFTER HOURS 

Dec. 14 - Dec. 21 


O^tad: Botica Oduber * - S.N: * San Lucas ' 


Center for Hernodial/si& 

Posada Clinic Aruba 
Tel.580^2a40/Pager12T2446 

INFORMATION 

Telephone 118 

Twelve Step Meetings 

24 hours helpline 583'&989 

Fellowship Clinic S.N. 

Free treatment of 
Alcoholism 
and Drug Addiction 
Anonymity guaranteed 
Tel. 584-5440 

SOS TELEAYUDO SOS 

Telephone Helpline 
583-1190 

Mon -Thu, 9 p.m,-12 midn, 
Fri.-Sun. 9 p.m.-2 a.m. 

CAS MARIE 

Alzheimer’s Day 
Care Center 
Tel: 5696910 



Important 

Tlelepiiotie 

Numbers 


HOSPITAL 

Horacio Oduber Hospital 

TeL5274000 
EMERGENCY 
Telephone 911 
POLICE HOQS 

Telephone 1QO 

TAXI 

C.V, TAS 

587-1996, 567-5900 
In Oranjestad: 

TeL 582-2116, 582-1604 
5&2’5447 
In San Nicolas 
TeL 584-5160, 584-6602 
professional taxi services 
Tel. 588-0085 
At Att0n M00ttftss 
Mondays ■S-Tpn™ 

Sabarta Ub^r B in Noord 
Tel: 54733567 53389®^ 


Sudoki^ 
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Complete the grid so that oveiy 
row and every column contains 
the numbers 1 through 9 
A number ie Never repeated 
in a row or column. 

In addition every rectangle must 
contain the numbers 1 through 9 
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After 3 decades. Buccaneer is still an island favorite 




--The Buccaneer Restau¬ 
rant IS a legeiidai 7 favorite 
from day one that the doors 
opened ^5 years ago. The 
nautical, laid back restaurant 
located m-between the high 
and low nse hotels in Aruba. 
Tlie restaurant is owned and 
run by Josef Munzenhofer, a 
local Aruban who kept many 
of the father’s tradition^ 
recipes and added new en¬ 
trees. The menu is a wide and 
varied menu that is focused 
mainly on fresh caught local 
seafood dishes and for the not 
seafood lover's, poultry, 
lamb, ang:us cut beef pasta 


The Buccaiieei' kitchen is 
open Monday du'ou^ Sat- 
ui'day 5:30-10:00 pm & 
Early Bii’d from 5:30-7:00 
pm, closed on Sunday.^. 
Buccaneer IS known for their 
reasonable prices and their 
along witli a top-notch team 
who have kept satisfied 
guests coming back. 

The restaurant location 
is lie Gasparito. Making a 
reservattem is easy just call 
586-fil7Z . email - bucca- 
n ecrarub a @yalio 0 . 


hies, Ceviche & Escargot are 
among the best sellers for ap¬ 
petizers and if you love rack 
of lamb with mint sauce than 
feast on this.. 

The restaurant has a wel- 
conun^ nautical feel with an 
extensive 1S,DD0 gallon 
aq^uanum wall in the mam 
dining room and smaller 
aquariums at the cozy bootli, 
coastal maps, diving helmet, 
old fashion compass, shells 
and the eye stopper bar pro- 


Fish 


and duck On a daily basis the 
chef creates specials includ 
mg a daily soup. Every 
£□□ d item on the menu 
IS made from scratch 
every day. Some 
popular food 
choices are 
"Barracuda M 


mere 

light caper 1 
sauce, "Shrimp 
Trio” your choice 
tliree types of 
entrees, ” Seduction 
the sea” a medley 
grilled seafood favontes 
served with pasta and vegeta- 


duced by the owner himself 
with tables to match, 
so much more. 

Pi aiming a party 
event 
Buccaneer 
the nght 
for you 
Checkout the 
site with a 
deo included 
f the legendary 
restaurant that 
out from all 

rest. 


Monaco royal family 


welcomes baby boy 



MONACO (AFP) - Charlotte Casiraghi, the eldest daugh¬ 
ter of Princess Carolme of Monaco, has given birth to a 
son, the Riviera principality's royal palace announced 
on Wednesday. Baby Raphael, a first child for unmarried 
Charlotte and a second for her Franco-Moroccan partner 
Gad Etmaleh, was born on Tuesday evening at Monaco's 
Princess Grace hospital. Charlotte, 27, is the grand¬ 
daughter of the late Prince Rainier III and Princess 
Grace, the former Hollywood star Grace Kelly, whose 
fairytale 1956 wedding helped catapult Monaco from a 
sleepy Riviera town to a watering hole for the world's 
rich and famous. Her uncle, Albert 11, is the current 
Monaco monarch and her mother Caroline is second in 
line to the throne. A hugely popular com edian and actor 
of Moroccan Jewish origin, Elmaleh, 42, has a 12-year- 
old son, Noe, with Fr»ich actress Anne Brochet The 
new baby is Princess Caroline's second grandson. Her 
son Andrea and South American heiress Tatiana Santo 
Domingo had a baby boy in March. Charlotte, a keen 
horse-rider, is Caroline's daughter from her second mar¬ 
riage to Stefano Casiraghi, an Italian industrial heir killed 
in a speed-boat racing accident in 1990. She is not a 
princess like her mother but has inherited her glam¬ 
orous looks and sense of style, which have earned her 
a role as a face of Gucci's riding collection. 


Enjoy an enchanting vacation 
at Sasaki Apartments 



Sasaki Apailments is a pleas¬ 
ant complex of 24 studio 
apartments, conveniently lo¬ 
cated in the residential area of 
Bub all in n oiHiem Arub a. Ju st 
40Q meters (O.Jl miles) from 
til e fam ous Eagl e B e a ch, 
winch you can walk to in 
about S minutes. Downtown, 
casinos, shops, supermarkets 
and restaurants are just min¬ 
utes away by car, for your 
convenience. 

24 studio type air condi¬ 
tioned ap ailments fully fur¬ 
nished, wanu water. 2 double 
beds or 1 king size bed, ced¬ 
ing fan, cable TV, telephone. 
Equipped kitchenette, mi¬ 
crowave, stove, toaster, coffee 
maker and kitchen utensils. 
Safe box. Daily maid service, 
self seivicelaundry, BBQ area 
& gai'den, swimming pool & 


kiddy pool 

Calm and friendly atmos¬ 
phere characterizes die apart¬ 
ment complex, witli an 
invitation to enj oy a relaxing t- 
mosphere m Its different areas. 


in the pool under tlie Carib¬ 
bean sun, on theteiTace reading 
a book, prepanng a good bai‘- 
becue by the pool, or tu your 
apartment witli total privacy. 

Whether you come to 
Aruba for business, family va¬ 
cation or honeymoon, Sas ala 
Ap ailments is an excellent al¬ 
ternative for tlie quality of its 
facilities and its reasonable 
prices. 

Sasaki Apartment is situ¬ 
ated in Bubali #143, Noord. 

Tel: +2P7 587 7482; Fax: 
+297 587 8448. 

Office houi's are Monday 
to Friday 9:(K) am. to 7:30 
p.m.; Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m. On Sunday only 
for check-in and check-out. 
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NBA: Heat dynasty picks 
up steam 



LOS ANGELES (AFP)-The 
Ml aim Heat picked up right 
where tliey left off by retuiiinig 
tlieir core group and adding 
key pieces like veteran Ray 
Allen en route to winning their 
second-straight NBA chEdnpi- 
onship m 1013. 

Talk of a Heat dynasty 
gained momentum and James 
was named MVP of both the 
regular season and playoffs for 
the second-consecutive year 
He also silenced the critics 
who said he couldnt win the 
big one. 

James canned the Heat on 
Ins back in two game sevens m 
the postseason, including a 37- 
poinl, 13-rebound perform¬ 
ance in a 95-SS win over tlie 
San Antomo Spurs to give 
Miami back-to-back NBA ti¬ 
tles. 

""It feels great. Tliis team is 
amazing," he said. “Thevision 
I had when I decided to come 
here has all come true. To win 
b ack-to -b ack champion ship s i s 
an unbelievable feeling." 

James had another 12 
points, 10 rebounds and 11 as¬ 
sists in a must win game stz 
that pushed the Spurs to the 
brink of elimination. 

Allen drained a key (Jiree 
pointer with five seconds left 
in regulation to force overtime 
in game six and keep tlie 
Heat's season aJive 

James' game-seven playoff 
heroics also included scoring 
39 points in a 99-7d rout by the 
Heat over tlie scrappy Indiana 
Pacers in the league semi-fi¬ 
nals 

The Heat won a league-best 


impressive 37-game win streak 
wbicb began on February 3 
with a win over Toronto. It 
marked the second longest w^n 
streak m NBA history belund 
the Los Angeles Lakers 33- 
game mn in tlie 1971-73 sea¬ 
son. 

The Heat ai'e now the dai'- 
lings of the NBA pist two 
years after becoming one of 
the most reviled teams in 
league history when James and 
Bosh jumped ship and joined 
Dwyane Wade in south 
Florida. 

But the big three ai'e also a 
year older, especially tlie 31- 
year old Wade who has been 
suffering fioni clironic knee 
problems for the last few 
yeai's 

Oklahoma City became a 
victim of tlieir own success. 
After a shong 3Q11 -13 season, 
the Thunder traded away 
Janies Harden after the two 
sides couldn't agree on anew 
contract. 

The Thunder failed to find a 
replacement for the offensive 
weapon, who was sent to 
Houston 111 a trade. 

In Harden's absence, Kevin 
Durant and Russell Westbrook 
stepped up to lead the club to a 
dO-win season, tut the loss of 
their top sixth man proved to 
be loo much for the Thunder to 
overcome. 

it didn't take long for the 
wheels to come off the Los 
Angeles Lakers' bid for an- 
oilier title In one of the earliest 
firings in NBA history, the 
Lakers sacked coach Mike 


Brown after just five games of 
tlie season. 

Kobe Bryant going down 
with a tom left Aclulles tendon 
ill April didn't help either. To 
top it oft Dwight Howard's 
brief stint in LA ended up 
bemg a bust and he eventualiy 
ended up bolting HoUwood for 
the low-key atmosphere of 
Houston. 

Tlie Lakers also lost their 
long-time owner Jerry Buss 
who died at age 3Q m 3013. 

On the injury fi'onl, no con¬ 
tending team felt theloss ofa 
superstar more than tlie 
Chicago Bulls who lost Der¬ 
rick Rose for the season with a 
tom ACL. In a small consola¬ 
tion, the Bulls were the ones 
who ended Miami's 37-game 
win streak with a victory on 
Mai-cli 37. 

NBA player Jason Collins 
made headlines in May by be¬ 
coming the first openly gay 
athlete of any of the four niaj or 
North American sports. 

The New Jersey Nets moved 
to Brooklyn to become tlie 
Brooklyn Nets. 

The move allowed tlie club 
to return to New York where it 
first played when they joined 
the NBAm I97d. 

The first game of the 3D13- 
13 season in Brooklyn was 
supposed to feature the Nets 
playing the New York Kmcks, 
but it had to be postponed be¬ 
cause of Hurricane Sandy 
which slammed into the east 
coach of the United Stales, 
killing over a hundred people 
and causing billion of dollar's 
m damage. 






Teh (297) 582-0697 / 588-7484 Fax; 583-5203 


BRIEFS: 


LOS ANGELES - The Los Angeles Angels have signed 
free agent outfielder Raul Ibanez to a one year deal 
worth $2.75 million it has been reported. Ibanei can also 
earn an additional $2.25 in incentives, bringing the pos¬ 
sible total value of the deal up to $5 million. Los Angeles 
has seen Ibanez plenty over his 18-year career as he 
spent 11 of those seasons over three slants with the di¬ 
vision-rival Seattle Mariners. He re-joined Seattle in 
2013, hitting .242/.30S/.4B7 with 28 home runs, proving 
that he couid still be an asset despite now being 41 
years old. 


NEW YORK - World number two Novak DJoko\AC has ap¬ 
pointed six-time Grand S lam winner Boris Becker as his 
head coach. The2S-vear old Serb, who has also won six 
major titles, will start woilc with Becker before the Aus¬ 
tralian Open, which starts on 13 January. Dfokovic's 
long-time coach Marian Vajdawilf continue as part of his 
team. 


E-mail: quality^etamet.aw-Websita: www.arubaqiial[tyapartiT>ents.[;Dm 


73 Fully fumished apts. Kilchen /Airco f Cable TV 
Free Inlernel / Library i Swimming Pool f Laurtdry / Fitness Room 
Leas than 1 mile from Eagle Beach! Feel free to contact or visit us. 
_ Hoji - Fri: flam-7pm. Sat&Sun: 9am-!5pnn _ 


BOSTON - The Red Sox agreed to a trade to send 
Morales and minor league reliever Chris Martin to the 
Colorado Rockies for infielder Jonathan Herrera, 
MLB.com reported. Herrera adds depth to the Red Sox' 
infield, and likely projects as a reserve. He appeared in 
SI games last season for Colorado and his .292 with a 
.3€4 OSP and a .701 OPS. M orales, a lefthanded reltever, 
had been with the Red Sox since 2011. He appeared in 
20 games last season after battling injuries. 
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Serving breakfast 
daily 
7:30 aj. 

Late night menu available 
until tarn 
weekends 


CLUB & CASINO 

Tel: 6604251 


If it is a sport we wi 


Coleglo San Nlcolaas and 
John Mfesley CoUege classify 
In Indoor Football 



Successful seminar 
for classification of 
referee and judge 



ORAMJESTAD - Last Friday 
was the final games in School 
Sports organized by IBiSA m 
compelitiDns. for tliis year Tlie 
final game was tlie classifica¬ 
tion round in the discipline of 
Indoor Football for advanced 
schools in the San Nicolaas 
distnct. After the classification 
of the schools became Imown 
last week, these schools were 
set to measure their forces to 
see which of them will go to 
the national final. 

Last Fnday tlie games took 
place at the Centro Depoitivo 
Betico Croes in Santa Cms. 
The first game was between 
Abraham de Veer School and 
Jolm Wesley College. In tlie 
first hal f 0 1 Ih e g ame Abrah am 
de Veer scored no goals wliile 



Vtwr fwiocat jww5 ift English 


Ingrid Does 
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Marline v.d. Linden 
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Jolm Wesley scored one goal 
just before half time 

In the second half of the 
gBime Jolm Wesley scored yet 
anottier goal hnngiiig tlie game 
score to J-0 with the game 
ending at J-0 for John Wesley. 
This also all owed them to clas¬ 
sify 

The next gEtme was between 
Filomena College and Colegio 
San Nicolaas In tlie first min¬ 
utes of the game Colegio San 
Nicolaas scored one goal and 
in tlie second half of the game 
scored two more goals Cole- 
gio San Nicolaas won tins 
game by 3-0 to Filomena Col¬ 
lege "nils qualified Colegio 
San Nicolaas to go to the clas¬ 
sification game. Filomena Col¬ 
lege and Abraham de Veer had 
to play to see which will be¬ 
come tlnrd place and fourth 
place winners m San Nicolaas. 

The game between Filom- 
ena College and Abraham de 
Veer School resulted m Fiom- 
ena College scoring 3 goals in 
the firsthalf of the game, while 
Abraham de Veer School 
scored one goal. Tlie game fi¬ 
nally ended with a score of 3- 
1 making Abraliam de veer 
School the fourtliplace wiimer 
and Filomena College llurd 
place winner This is also their 
posihon for the School 
Olympics to take place at the 


end of May 2D14 

For the classification games 
for San Nicolaas m Indoor 
Football the play was between 
Colegio San Nicolaas and Jolm 
Wesley. Colegio San Nicolaas 
scored 3 goals m what was 
considered a very emotional 
game. After halftime the game 
continued with much tension 
with both sides working hard 
toward scoring goals, hut the 
game ended with a score o f 3 - 
0 for Colegio San Nicolaas 
classifying Colegio San Nico- 
laas in first place for San Nico¬ 
laas, while John Wesley 
classified in second place for 
the San Nicolaas district. 

Schools classified for Na¬ 
tional Fmal: 

For Otaryestad; Maria 
College and Colegio 

Ai tibano Oranjestad 

Far Sail Nicol^ms: Colegio 
San Nicolaas and Jolm Wes¬ 
ley CoUege 

These are Uie schools that 
will measure forces to see 
winch will earn the Champi- 
onslup tide in Indoor Football 
in School Sports for 3Q13- 
3014 Digaiuzedby IBiSA. Tlie 
games for national final ai'e 
scheduled for Januaiy 2014. 
Everyone is invited to come 
out to support these youngstei's 
for tliis national £n^ competi¬ 
tion game. 


ORANJESTAD - On Decem¬ 
ber 13 and 14 Aiiiha Boxing 
Commission held a seminar 
for tlie certification of ring of¬ 
ficials such as referee and 
judge. Facilitator of the semi¬ 
nar was expert international 
referee of New Jersey, USA, 
Beimy Esteves Jr A total of d 
referees and 9 judges partici¬ 
pated in the certification semi¬ 
nar, wbch was a great success. 

On the first day of the semi¬ 
nar, Esteves reviewed tlie cur¬ 
rent regulations and situations 
winch occur in tlie ring The 
written test took place on Sat¬ 
urday morning at the Coni- 
pleho Guillermo Tnnidad 
betweem 10 and 13 noon. 

Aruba Boxing ComnussiDn 
IS very pleased that all ring of¬ 
ficials who participated p assed 
this test successfully. E>unng a 
spirited ceremony at 
"Hamaca" on Plaza Tunsmo 


Saturday evening all ring offi¬ 
cials received their well earned 
ceitificate fiom Benny Esteves 
Jr. in the presence of Patnck 
Werleman and Jessy Beuken- 
boom treasurer and president 
of Afuba Boxing Commission. 

Classified as referee are: 
Hai’iy Croes, Salomon Buddy; 
Rudi Wong Fat, Pjcai'do II- 
lidge, Randy Dirk sen and Gre¬ 
gory Oduber Tlie following 
ring officials to certify as 
Judge are. Wilfred Pamieflek,, 
William Buckley, Randy Dirk- 
seu, Jesus GaiciEi, Gustavo 
Pablo, Ricardo Illidge, Gre- 
goiy Cuba, Gregory Oduber 
and Rudi Wong Fat. 

Aruba Boxing Commission 
IS grateful to Minister of Sports 
Dr Alex Schewengle, tlie Sub¬ 
sidy Commission of Lotto pa 
Deports and all who con- 
tiibuted to making tliis seminar 
possible and successful 
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Football: 
Lyon hold 
off Reims 
to reach 
last eight 

PARIS (AFP) - Seven-Ume 
French champions Lyon 
reached the League Cup quar¬ 
ter-finals on Wednesday uith 
a ^-'2 win over fellow Ligue 1 
side P^.etnis. 

Lyon, wliQ have won the 
League Cup just once in 3001, 
twice took a two goal lead 
onJy to see R.ams come bai;^ 
to ti'atl by just a goal. 

Goals by France interna¬ 
tional forward Eafetimhi 
Gomis and Alexandre La- 
cazette — hotli scorers in Sun¬ 
day's 2-3 draw witli Mai'seille 
-- seemingly pul Lyon in a 
comfortable position at 3-0 up 
by the hour mark. 

Gonus nodded home at the 
far post fi'om Lacaselle's cross 
in die 53th minute wlnle the 
latter extended their lead on 
the hour with a super right- 
foooted shot after excellent 
lead-up work by playmaker 
Yoann G our cuff. 

Gourcuff, whose inconsis¬ 
tency has attracted criticism, 
restored tlieir two goal advan¬ 
tage -- after Prmce 0‘Niangue 
had made it 3-1 -- eight min¬ 
utes from time with a cracking 
shot from long range having 
already gone close only to see 
Ins shot come back off the 
post. 

However, Lyon's habit of 
letting slip leads throughout 
the season -- they led Mar¬ 
seille 3-0 last Sunday before 
being held to a draw - looked 
as if it was going to happen 
again as Reims scored four 
minutes fi'om tlie end of nor¬ 
mal time through Floyd Ayite's 
penalty. 
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Football: Judge demands Barca hand over Neymar contracts 


MADRID (AFP) - A Spanish 
judge has iided that Barcelona 
must submit the contracts that 
brought Brazilian slai' Neymar 
to tire club in May to ascertain 
if president Sandro Rosell has 
a case to answer for mis appro¬ 
priation of fimds. 

Barcelona have publicly 
stated til at the money firom 
Neymar's signing was distnb- 
uted among four comp am es at 
a total cost of 57.1 million 
euros ($78.d million, £43.3 
nuHion). 

However, the club have 
claimed a confidentiality 


clause in tlie contract prevents 
them from saying how much 
each of the paities received of 
the overall fee. 

That led Id a Barca member 
Jordi Cases launching a case 
against Rosell for misappropri¬ 
ating funds. 

According to Cases' com- 
plamt, only 17 1 million euros 
was paid for Neymar's regis¬ 
tration rights wlnlsl the other 
40 million euros went to a 
company called NdcN, which 
IS owned by the player's fatliei'. 

Earlier m the week prosecu¬ 
tors had asked the judge in the 



case, Pablo Rua, to demand 
Bai'celona hand over the con¬ 
tracts involved in the player's 
signing, as well as the club's 
accounts for 3011, 3013 and 
3013. 

P^uz has now acceded to tlial 
request and Barca have five 
days to submit the conti'acts in 
question to the court. 

Once Pmz has studied the 
content m tlie contracts, he wiU 
then decide whether the case 
will proceed. 

Barcelona spokesman Tom 
Freixa descubed the complaint 
when it was first presented as 


a "reckless and unfounded 
complaint that damaged the 
club's linage." 

However, he insisted at a 
press conference on Monday 
that tile dub would fully co¬ 
operate with the authorities. 

"We will ti'eat the case with 
the transparency with winch 
we have acted firom the begin¬ 
ning. We have said that for 
confidentiality reasons we 
have not given more details, 
but we are fully willing to pro¬ 
vide any judicial entity tJie de¬ 
tails they require fi'om us.‘“ 
































